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the pretensions of the rival claimants were decided.
The situation had its awkwardness, also, for him.
Already French administrators murmured that the
British officers were unduly disposed to favour Feisul,
and the Arabs complained that the French were
robbing them of the spoils of victory. If, then, it lay
upon Great Britain to propose at Versailles a new
arrangement, no Englishman was better fitted than
General Allenby to suggest its form. But he was given
little time to explain his views upon Syria. He had
barely reached Paris, when he was on his way back
to Egypt as Special High Commissioner, with absolute
authority, civil and,military, save that he might not
alter the terms of the Protectorate.1

To repress disorder is more the business of an
Imperial policeman than of a distinguished captain
of war, and, in point of fact, armed rebellion was
crushed before the Special High Commissioner had
got back to Egypt. But his responsibilities were little
lightened by that relief; other and graver difficulties
encompassed him. He had first to restore confidence
to an Administration shattered by the defection of its
leaders, and weakened by insubordination among its
rank and file ; and next, to efface the universal bitter-
ness felt by Egyptians towards Great Britain. There

1 The terms of the notice announcing the appointment are explicit
on that point:

* It is announced that in view of the grave situation in Egypt and the
absence of His Majesty's High Commissioner from that country, the
King has been graciously pleased to appoint General Sir Edmund
Henry Allenby, G.C.B., to be His Majesty's Special High Com-
missioner for Egypt and the Sudan. He is directed to exercise supreme
authority in all matters, Military and Civil, to take all such measures
as he considers expedient to restore law and order in those countries,
and to order and administrate in all matters as required by the ne-
cessity of maintaining the King's Protectorate over Egypt on a secure
and equable basis/ (Published in the Official Journal, Egyptian
Government, on the 25th March 1919,)